
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

 

 

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PROFESSIONALS CREATE NEW 

WEBSITE ON PFAS 

 

WISCONSIN, October 5, 2021: Throughout the nation communities face the 

challenge of managing per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), commonly 

referred to as “forever chemicals.” From understanding the health impacts of 

PFAS exposure to environmental damage caused by spills to proper disposal of 

wastes contaminated with PFAS, there are no clear answers. While landfills, 

transfer facilities, materials recovery facility and composting facilities are not 

producers of PFAS, they receive household and industrial wastes laden with 

PFAS.   

 

The solid waste industry’s entire mission is to reduce the impact of all kinds of 

wastes and to protect human health and the environment. One strategy for 

achieving that mission related to PFAS can be seen in a new informational 

website, www.wisolidwastePFAS.org. The main purpose of this website is to 

help people understand this issue and take action to reduce exposure to PFAS-

containing materials.  

 

PFAS are a group of over 5,000 compounds created and used by industry since 
the 1930s. Since that time, PFAS have been used in abundance in household 

products like Teflon®, Scotchguard®, personal care items such as lotions, hair 

conditioners and deodorants, waterproof clothing and footwear, stain-free carpets 
and many other household items. PFAS were also used in food packaging, 

including wrappers for fast food. PFAS are also used in fire-fighting foams 

because of their ability to withstand heat and not breakdown in the presence of 
water.  

 

In 2019, the Solid Waste PFAS Work Group started to help address the concerns 

of PFAS in our society. As the receivers of anything disposed from industries and 

residents, we take the job of protecting people and our environment seriously. 

More information and implications of the use of PFAS continues to become 

known. Managing PFAS safely, effectively, and economically has become a 

priority to the solid waste industry in Wisconsin.  

This website is the newest tool created to help people learn more about PFAS, 

how it effects our lives, and what the waste management industry is doing about 

this issue.   
 

About us 
The Wisconsin Solid Waste PFAS 

Coalition was formed in 2019 to 

educate and inform our industry 

members, lawmakers, and the public 

about the relationship between PFAS 

and our waste. 

The solid waste industry supports 

regulating these chemicals and has 

always held protection of human 

health and the environment as a core 

value; however, the health risks of 

PFAS need to be fully evaluated and 

weighed against other environmental 

pollutants before stringent standards 

are implemented. 

Contact us 
Meleesa Johnson, AROW President 
715.573.3165 
Meleesa.Johnson@co.marathon.wi.us  

John Welch, SWANA President 
608.516.4154 
Welch@countyofdane.com 

Gerry Neuser, WCSWMA President 
920.683.4307 
GerryNeuser@co.manitowoc.wi.us 

Roxanne Wienkes, Coalition 
Coordinator 
608.509.6681 
Wienkes.Roxanne@countyofdane.com 
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