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	SELECTION OF RESEARCH TOPICS FOR FY2018 RESEARCH ACTIVITIES


	The table below provides a list and description of research topics that were submitted by FY2018 Subscribers or have been identified as having high priority by other research organizations.  Please select your top three choices by writing “1”, “2”, or “3” in the box next to each selected topic.  Please email your completed form to Jeremy O'Brien (jobrien@swana.org) by Friday,  October 20, 2017.
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	Organization
	Research Topic
	Description
	Vote

	SCS Engineers
	Landfill Financial Practices
	Research municipal and County solid waste departments/divisions/utilities throughout the US to benchmark and summarize financial practices, including budgeting structure, rate setting, use of general funds, enterprise funds, debt management, capital funding approaches, strategies for reserve funds, performance criteria/metrics, accruals, closure and post-closure care. 
	

	SCS Engineers
	Tire Recycling
	In NC, there is only one tire recycler in the state and they are overwhelmed.  What are some cost effective and environmentally friendly options for municipal entities.  Right now things are just piling up.
	

	SCS Engineers
	Glass Diversion Options
	In NC and other states the majority is going to the landfill as many areas have stopped their glass recycling programs.  Is there a way to replace glass packaging to minimize volumes going to the landfill or are there cost effective uses municipal entities can use.  I don’t think many in the waste collection and disposal industry would oppose a glass ban similar to the plastic bag bans being passed.
	

	SCS Engineers
	Landfill Safety
	Safety is a growing concern at landfills. The hazards that are present have become better managed over time. For example four gas monitors and borehole covers were not used years ago and are fairly common place now. Research might be justified to rank and quantify hazards that have resulted in death or serious injury at landfills. Depending on scope, perhaps the study could include suggested industry practices to eliminate or control the hazards identified or be expanded to  include collection, transfer and recycling activities.  The study itself, let alone the results, could serve to raise safety awareness. Protecting workers is a cognitive imperative we all share.
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	San Joaquin County, CA
	Standardization of Waste/Recycling Industry Definitions and Terms 
	Inconsistent definitions and specifications of “organic waste”, “food waste”, “diversion”, “zero waste”, “HHW”, “special waste”, “Extended Producer Responsibility”, etc.  Differing definitions and understanding of these terms from state to state, and sometimes within a state make it difficult to write ordinances, advocate for legislation, and even to write specifications for work.
	

	San Joaquin County, CA
	MRFs and Transfer Stations: Best Practices for Facilities Management
	Current best practices for updating aging Transfer Station/MRFs, or for siting new ones and abandoning/cleaning up old sites.
	

	San Joaquin County, CA
	Illegal Dumping Best Practices
	How to reduce it, clean it up, and pay for it.
	

	San Joaquin County, CA
	Getting started in composting or anaerobic digestion
	Opportunities or case studies, including public-private partnerships.
	

	San Joaquin County, CA
	Federal Compliance Requirements For Endangered Species and Waters of the U.S. Acts
	We have run into some inconsistent interpretations and/or enforcement of Waters of the US (USACE) and Endangered Species Act permitting and mitigation for landfill activities.  It seems that we are sometimes not required to do much if anything, while other times we are required to mitigate impacts that we thought we had already mitigated years ago. 


	

	SWANA Land of Lincoln Chapter
	Solid Waste Disposal Facility Safety Best Practices
	In the spirit of SWANA's push to make the industry safer, a thorough review of best practices as it relates to safety at disposal facilities could be beneficial to all SWANA members. All aspects of safety (e.g. equipment operation, fatigue, adverse weather, material handling, emergency response, training, customer safety) could be explored and consolidated into a concise Best Practices Manual. This manual could also be integrated into MOLO training into the future.
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	City of Edmonton, Alberta, CA

(Recycling Group)
	Landfill Gas Topics
	Landfill gas monitoring procedures

Landfill gas collection and utilization benchmarking

Greenhouse gas off-set potential

Production of LNG from Landfill gas
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